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Cneuuduka sagaHum Bcepoccmmnckomn
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Use of English (2)



Bcepoccuuckasi 0JIMMIIMAAA INKOJIbHAKOB 110
AHIJIMUCKOMY SI3BIKY

Listening (KOHKypC TOHMMaHUS YCTHOTO TEKCTA)

Reading (KOHKypC IIOHHMaHHS MHCBMEHHOIO

TEKCTA)
Use of English (1ekcnko-rpaMMaTH4ECKUM TECT)
Writing (KOHKYpC MMCbMEHHOU PEYN )

Speaking (KOHKypC YCTHOW PEYH)



Use of English

We check

* knowledge of grammar structures
 knowledge of vocabulary
* socio-cultural competence



USE OF ENGLISH

Sociocultural competence
* Pay attention to:
* English Idioms

* Varieties of English (British vs. American,
formal vs. informal)

* History/ Literature/ Arts of English speaking
countries



Grammar and Vocabulary
Types of tasks: Sentence structure

Task : Quotations (310 3apaaHue He Ha
NPOBEPKY CK KOMNETEHLUU, a HA CTPYKTYPY
npeanoxexHusa!)



Task : Quotations (part)

0. To be, or not to be: that a) but thinking makes it so.

1. Some are born great, some achieve |b) do never live long.
greatness, and some have greatness

2. There is nothing either good or bad, |c) that run fast.

3. When sorrows come, they come not |d) thrust upon them.
single spies,

4. SO wise so young, they say, e) but in battalions.

5. Wisely and slow; they stumble f) is the question.
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Task 1: Idioms



Task 1

Example: He is very polite today. | smell
a (0) (I suspect deception.)

a.pig
b.rat

c.horse



Task 1
1. | love football. I could watch 1t till the

come home! (I could watch it

for a very long time without getting bored.)

a.CoOWS
b.pigeons

c.ducks
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Task 1

2. Where have you learnt about their engagement? | got it

straight from the mouth! (I got the

Information from the person directly concerned with the

engagement.)
a.bird’s
b.dog’s
C.horse’s
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Task 1

3. The woman has a IN her bonnet about

starting a new business. (She has a fixed idea about

starting a new business.)

a.fly
b.butterfly
c.bee
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Task 1

4. "We might have fine weather for our holidays." "Yes,

and might fly!" (This is very unlikely to happen.)

a.COWS

b.pigs
c.horses
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Task 1

5. He took all the praise even though his assistants had

done all the work. (They had done all the

hard, tiring and boring work.)

a.donkey
b.horse
c.dog
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Task 2: Letters



Letters/ Letter 1
Date: 20/05/2012
Subject: Conference invitation
Dear Mr Hammond,

| am involved in organising a similar conference
In Exeter In September and | would be very (1)
(down) (appreciative) If you could come
and speak at our conference on 15 September.
The talk would need to last for 60 minutes (45
minutes for the talk and 15 minutes for
questions). Please let me know If you require any
special equipment for your presentation.




The draft of the conference programme can be
found on our website.

Should you have any further questions, please do

not (2)(down) (be reluctant) to contact
me.
Looking forward to your reply.
Best (3)(down) (wishes),
lelen Brown

Conference Organiser



Letters/ Letter 1
Date: 20/05/2012
Subject: Conference invitation
Dear Mr Hammond,

| am involved in organising a similar conference
In Exeter in September and | would be very (1)
(down) grateful (appreciative) If you could
come and speak at our conference on 15
September. The talk would need to last for 60
minutes (45 minutes for the talk and 15 minutes
for questions). Please let me know If you require
any special equipment for your presentation.



The draft of the conference programme can be
found on our website.

Should you have any further questions, please do

not (2)(down) hesitate (be reluctant) to contact
me.

Looking forward to your reply.

Best (3)(down) regards (wishes),
lelen Brown

Conference Organiser




Letters/ Letter 2

Date: 05/21/2012
Subject: Re: Conference invitation
Dear Ms. Brown,

Thank you for your email of May 20, inviting me
to speak at the conference in Exeter. | am afraid
that | will be unable to attend the conference this
year due to a prior engagement. If you wish, |
could recommend one of my colleagues to speak
In my place.



Please contact me If you organize another
conference In the future. Once again | would like

to (4)(across) (say sorry) for not
attending the event this year and for any
(5)(across) (trouble) caused.

Yours (6) (down) ,
James Hammond




Letters/ Letter 2

Date: 05/21/2012
Subject: Re: Conference invitation
Dear Ms. Brown,

Thank you for your email of May 20, inviting me
to speak at the conference in Exeter. | am afraid
that | will be unable to attend the conference this
year due to a prior engagement. If you wish, |
could recommend one of my colleagues to speak
In my place.



Please contact me If you organize another
conference In the future. Once again | would like
to (4)(across) apologize (say sorry) for not
attending the event this year and for any
(5)(across) inconvenience (trouble) caused.

Yours (6) (down) sincerely
James Hammond



Letters/ Letter 3
Date: 18/06/2012

[1 James,

(7)(across) (want) giving a talk at an

Industry thing I’'m getting together in Manchester
In October?

| (8)(across) (send with the email) the full

prog. If you have any inquiries about your ticket,
just let me know (remember to bring a dinner
Jacket for the event!).

Hope to hear from you soon.
Best,

Lisa




Letters/ Letter 3

Date: 18/06/2012
Hi James,

(7)(across) Fancy (want) giving a talk at an
Industry thing I’m getting together in Manchester
In October?

I (8)(across) attach (send with the email) the full
prog. If you have any inquiries about your ticket



Letters/ Letter 4

Date: 06/19/2012

Subject: Re: A talk in October?

1 Lisa,

Thanks for your invite to talk at the conference
In Manchester. Sorry, but | won’t be able to make
It as I’ve already gotten a busy schedule for this
(9)(down) (autumn) semester In the

Language Center. If you want, | can see If | can
find someone to step In.




Please feel free to let me know about any
other stuff you are doing In the future. |
prefer something where you need to wear
Jeans and sneakers, but not a tuxedo!

(10)(across) (Well), sorry again
for not coming and | hope It doesn’t put
you out too much.

Best,
James
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Date: 06/19/2012

Subject: Re: A talk in October?

1 Lisa,

Thanks for your invite to talk at the conference
In Manchester. Sorry, but | won’t be able to make
It as I’ve already gotten a busy schedule for this
(9)(down) fall (autumn) semester iIn the

Language Center. If you want, | can see If | can
find someone to step In.




Please feel free to let me know about any
other stuff you are doing In the future. |
prefer something where you need to wear
Jeans and sneakers, but not a tuxedo!

(10)(across) Anyway (Well), sorry again
for not coming and | hope It doesn’t put
you out too much.

Best,
James



Task 3: Thanksgiving



Thanksgiving Is probably the most favorite American
holiday. The history of the holiday started in colonial
time. In 1.(1498/1620/1775) a group of English people
who were unhappy with the way the Church of 2.
(Britain/ America/England) was organized set sail
from Plymouth on a ship called the 3.(Mayflower/
Santa Maria/ Independence). They wanted to found a

new church in America.
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After six weeks at sea, the 4. (Pilgrims/ Founding
Fathers/ Confederates) landed at what Is now
Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts. They had a hard winter
and nearly half of them died. But the local Indians
provided seeds for the corn, which the Europeans had

never seen before. They also helped the English settlers

to hunt and fish.
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Fortunately the first year’s harvest was good. The

English settlers wanted to thank both God and also the

Indians. So the governor declared a feast and invited the
Indians to join in. About ninety Indians brought along
fish, deer meat, 5. (chicken/ turkey/ duck), corn and
pumpkin. They feasted with the English settlers for
three days.
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The next year no Thanksgiving celebrations were held,
and It didn’t become an annual event until the 1780s. It
was made a national holiday in 1863 by President 6.
(George Washington/ Abraham Lincoln/ Thomas
Jefferson). At that time the country was in the middle
of 7. (the War of Independence/ the Civil War/
World War 1), and the president thought that the
establishment of a national holiday would help to unite

American people.
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Today, Americans celebrate this happy harvest festival

on the fourth 8. (Tuesday/ Sunday/ Thursday) of
November with much of the same food as had been

eaten at the first Thanksgiving.
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Sociocultural competence

Sample Tasks
Task 1 Idioms (2010)
Task 2 Abbreviations (2011)
Task 3 Informal words (2009)
Task 4 Formal words (2009)
Task 5 Notices (2010)
Task 6 PC English (2010)

Task 7 US History (2011)
Task 8 British Literature (2014)
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