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an association of language test providers who work together to promote the 
fair and accurate assessment of linguistic ability across Europe and beyond

was founded in 1989 by the University of Cambridge (UK) and the 
Universidad de Salamanca (Spain) today counts with 32 Full Members, 58 
Institutional Affiliates, and over 500 Individual Affiliates.
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COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK OF REFERENCE FOR 
LANGUAGES: LEARNING, TEACHING, ASSESSMENT 
COMPANION VOLUME WITH NEW DESCRIPTORS

Language Policy Programme Education 
Policy Division Education Department 
Council of Europe

Russia 
Globus International Language Centres National Research 
University Higher Schools of Economics, 
Moscow Lomonosov State University Nizhny Novgorod Linguistics
University
Samara State University 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations 
St Petersburg State University

Institutes (organized in alphabetical order by country) that 
participated between February and November 2015 in the 
validation of the descriptors for mediation, online interaction, 
reactions to literature and plurilingual/pluricultural competence, 
and/or assisted in initial piloting. The Council of Europe also wishes 
to thank the many individual participants, all of whose institutes 
could not be included.
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КОМПОНЕНТЫ УМК
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Communicative language activities and strategies (CEFR Section 4.4)

Reception

Reception involves receiving and processing input, activating what are thought to be appropriate schemata 
in order to build up a representation of the meaning being expressed and a hypothesis as to the 
communicative intention behind it. Incoming co-textual and contextual cues are checked to see if they ‘fit’ 
the activated schema – or suggest that an alternative hypothesis is necessary. In aural reception (one-way 
listening) activities, the language user receives and processes a spoken input produced by one or more 
speakers. In visual reception (reading) activities the user receives and processes as input written texts 
produced by one or more writers. In audio-visual reception, for which one scale (watching TV and film) is 
provided, the user watches TV, video, or a film and uses multimedia, with or without subtitles and 
voiceovers.
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Reading comprehension

The categories for reading are a mixture between reading purpose and reading particular genres with
specific functions. In terms of reading purpose, there is a fundamental difference between Reading for
orientation and Reading for information / argument. The former is sometimes called search reading and
mainly takes two forms: firstly, reading a text ‘diagonally’ at speed in order to decide whether to read
(parts of) it properly (= ‘skimming’), and secondly, looking quickly through a text searching for
something specific – usually a piece of information (=’scanning’). The latter is the way one reads
artefacts like bus or train timetables, but sometimes one searches through a long prose text looking for
something in particular. Then there is a fundamental difference between Reading for
information/argument and Reading as a leisure activity. The latter may well involve non-fiction, but not
necessarily literature. It will also encompass magazines and newspapers, blogs, biographies etc. – and
possible even texts another person would read only for work or study purposes, depending on one’s
interests. Finally, there are texts that one reads in a particular way – like Reading instructions, a
specialized form of reading for information. Reading correspondence is different again, and this is
offered first since the scales start in each category with interpersonal language use. Reading as a
leisure activity is given last purely because it is added in 2017
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WRITTEN RECEPTION
OVERALL READING COMPREHENSION
C2
Can understand virtually all forms of the written language including abstract, structurally complex, or highly 
colloquial literary and non-literary writings.
Can understand a wide range of long and complex texts, appreciating subtle distinctions of style and 
implicit as well as explicit meaning.
……
B1 Can read straightforward factual texts on subjects related to his/her field and interests with a 
satisfactory level of comprehension.
Can understand short, simple texts on familiar matters of a concrete type which consist of high frequency 
everyday or jobrelated language.
A2
Can understand short, simple texts containing the highest frequency vocabulary, including a proportion of 
shared international vocabulary items.
A1 Can understand very short, simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and 
basic phrases and rereading as required.
Pre-A1 Can recognise familiar words accompanied by pictures, such as a fast-food restaurant menu
iillustrated with photos or a picture book using familiar vocabulary
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Reading correspondence encompasses reading both personal and formal correspondence. 

Key concepts operationalized in the scale include the following:
► length and complexity/simplicity of message;
► concreteness of information, whether it follows a routine format;
► the extent to which language is standard, colloquial, idiomatic;
► the extent to which the subject is an everyday one, one related to interests or 
specialised.
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READING CORRESPONDENCE

C2 Can understand specialised, formal correspondence on a complex topic.

……..

B1

Can understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters well enough to correspond regularly with

a pen friend.

Can understand straightforward personal letters, emails or postings giving a relatively detailed account of events and

experiences.

Can understand standard formal correspondence and online postings in his/her area of professional interest.

Can understand a simple personal letter, email or post in which the person writing is talking about familiar subjects (such as

friends or family) or asking questions on these subjects.

Can understand basic types of standard routine letters and faxes (enquiries, orders, letters of confirmation etc.) on familiar

topics.

A2 

Can understand short simple personal letters.

Can understand very simple formal emails and letters (e.g. confirmation of a booking or on-line purchase).

A1

Can understand short, simple messages on postcards.

Can understand short, simple messages sent via social media or email (e.g. proposing what to do, when and where to

meet).

Pre-A1

Can understand from a letter, card or email the event to which he/she is being invited and the information given about day,

time and location.

Can recognise times and places in very simple notes and text messages from friends or colleagues, for example ‘Back at 4

o’clock’ or ‘In the meeting room,’ provided there are no abbreviations.
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SMS Kürzel Bedeutung/Übersetzung

8ung Achtung!

akla Alles klar?

ALDI Am liebsten Dich

as Ansichtssache

aww Oh, wie süß!

BaB Bussi auf’s Bauchi

babs Bin auf Brautsuche

BAMBIES Bin am meisten im Stress

bb bis bald

bbb bis bald, Baby!

bd bis dann

bg big grin (breites Grinsen)

bidunowa Bist du noch wach?

bigbedi bin gleich bei Dir

biglezuhau Bin gleich zu Hause.

bilD Baby, ich liebe Dich

bmvl biege mich vor Lachen

BpG Bei passender Gelegenheit

braduhi? Brauchst du Hilfe?

BSE Bin so einsam

bvid bin verliebt in dich

DaD Denk‘ an dich

DaM Denk‘ an mich

dd drück‘ dich

ddf drück‘ dich fest

DDR Du darfst rein.

dg Dumm gelaufen

div danke im Voraus

DN! Du nervst!

dubido Du bist doof

DuBiMeiLe Du bist mein Leben

DuwSU! Du warst super!

EB! Echt blöd !

EDV Ende der Vernunft.

FANTA Fahr noch tanken

ff Fortsetzung folgt

ff viel Vergnügen
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Reading for orientation – search reading – involves ‘skimming:’ reading at speed in 
order to judge relevance and ‘scanning:’ searching for specific information. Key 
concepts operationalized in the scale include the following:
► the type of texts (from notices, leaflets etc. to articles and books);
► picking out concrete information like times, prices from texts that are visual 
artefacts, rather than prose text, with layout that helps;
► identifying important information;
► scanning prose text for relevance;
► speed – mentioned at B2.
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READING FOR ORIENTATION

C2 No descriptors available; see B2

C1 No descriptors available; see B2

Can scan quickly through several sources (articles, reports, websites, books etc.) in parallel, in both his/her own field and

in related fields, and can identify the relevance and usefulness of particular sections for the task at hand.

……..

A2 

Can find specific, predictable information in simple everyday material such as advertisements, prospect uses, menus,

reference lists and timetables.

Can locate specific information in lists and isolate the information required (e.g. use the ‘Yellow Pages’ to find a service or

tradesman).

Can understand everyday signs and notices etc. in public places, such as streets, restaurants, railway stations, in

workplaces, such as directions, instructions, hazard warnings.

A1

Can recognise familiar names, words and very basic phrases on simple notices in the most common everyday situations.

Can understand store guides (information on which floors departments are on) and directions (e.g. to where to find lifts).

Can understand basic hotel information, e.g. times when meals are served.

Can find and understand simple, important information in advertisements, in programmes for special events, in leaflets and

brochures (e.g. what is proposed, costs, the date and place of the event, departure times etc.).

Pre-A1

Can understand simple everyday signs such as ‘Parking,’ ‘Station,’ ‘Dining room,’ ‘No smoking,’ etc.

Can find information about places, times and prices on posters, flyers and notices
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Reading for information / argument – detailed reading – involves careful study of a 

text that one has judged to be relevant for a purpose at hand. It is often associated 

with study and professional life. Key concepts operationalized in the scale include 

the following:

► type of texts, from simple, short illustrated informational material to complex 

reports and

articles;

► subject of texts, from familiar everyday subjects of personal interest to topics 

outside his/her area of interest;

► depth of understanding, from getting an idea of the content to understanding 

finer points and implications.
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READING FOR INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT

C2 Can understand the finer points and implications of a complex report or article even outside his/her area of specialisation.

C1

Can understand in detail a wide range of lengthy, complex texts likely to be encountered in social, professional or academic

life, identifying finer points of detail including attitudes and implied as well as stated opinions.

Can understand in detail lengthy, complex texts, whether or not they relate to his/her own area of speciality, provided

he/she can reread difficult sections.

Can obtain information, ideas and opinions from highly specialised sources within his/her field.

Can understand specialised articles outside his/her field, provided he/she can use a dictionary occasionally to confirm

his/her interpretation of terminology.

….

A2 

Can understand texts describing people, places, everyday life, and culture, etc., provided that they are written in simple

language.

Can understand information given in illustrated brochures and maps, e.g. the principal attractions of a city or area.

Can understand the main points in short news items on subjects of personal interest (e.g. sport, celebrities).

Can understand a short factual description or report within his/her own field, provided that it is written in simple language

and does not contain unpredictable detail.

Can understand most of what people say about themselves in a personal ad or post and what they say they like in other

people.

A1

Can get an idea of the content of simpler informational material and short simple descriptions, especially if there is visual

support.

Can understand short texts on subjects of personal interest (e.g. news flashes about sports, music, travel, or stories etc.)

written with simple words and supported by illustrations and pictures.

Pre-A1 Can understand the simplest informational material that consists of familiar words and pictures, such as a fast-food

restaurant menu illustrated with photos or an illustrated story formulated in very simple, everyday words
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Reading instructions is a specialized form of reading for information. Key concepts 

operationalized in the scale include the following:

► topic of instructions, from routine prohibitions on simple notices and simple 

directions to

detailed conditions and complex instructions on something unfamiliar, possibly 

outside his/her area of expertise;

► degree of contextualisation and familiarity;

► length, from a few words to detailed and lengthy complex instructions in 

continuous text.
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READING INSTRUCTIONS

C2 No descriptors available; see C1

C1 Can understand in detail lengthy, complex instructions on a new machine or a new procedure, whether or not the

instructions relate to his/her own area of speciality, provided he/she can reread difficult sections.

….

A2

Can understand simple instructions on equipment encountered in everyday life – such as a public telephone.

Can understand simple, brief instructions provided that they are illustrated and not written in continuous text.

Can understand instructions on medicine labels expressed as a simple command e.g. ‘Take before meals’ or ‘Do not 

take if driving.

Can follow a simple recipe, especially if there are pictures to illustrate the most important steps.

A1 Can follow short, simple written directions (e.g. to go from X to Y).

Pre-A1 Can understand very short, simple, instructions used in familiar, everyday contexts such as ‘No parking,’ ‘No 

food or drink,’

etc., especially if there are illustrations.
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Reading as a leisure activity involves both fiction and nonfiction, including creative texts, different forms

of literature, magazine and newspaper articles, blogs, biographies, etc. – depending on one’s interests.

Key concepts operationalized in the scale include the following:

► length, variety of texts and whether there are illustrations;

► type of texts, from simple descriptions of people and places, through different types of

narrative texts to contemporary and classical writings in different genres;

► topics, from everyday topics (e.g. hobbies, sports, leisure activities, animals), concrete

situations to a full range of abstract and literary topics;

► type of language: from simple to stylistically complex;

► ease of reading: from guessing with the help of images, through reading with a large degree

of independence to appreciating the variety of texts;

► depth of understanding: from understanding in outline/the main points to understanding

implicit as well as explicit meaning.
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READING AS A LEISURE ACTIVITY

C2 Can read virtually all forms of the written language including classical or colloquial literary and non-literary writings in

different genres, appreciating subtle distinctions of style and implicit as well as explicit meaning.

C1

Can read and appreciate a variety of literary texts, provided that he/she can reread certain sections and that he/she can

access reference tools if he/she wishes.

Can read contemporary literary texts and non-fiction written in the standard form of the language with little difficulty and with

appreciation of implicit meanings and ideas.

…

A2 

Can understand short narratives and descriptions of someone’s life that are written in simple words.

Can understand what is happening in a photo story (e.g. in a lifestyle magazine) and form an impression of what the characters are

like.

Can understand much of the information provided in a short description of a person (e.g. a celebrity).

Can understand the main point of a short article reporting an event that follows a predictable pattern (e.g. the Oscars), provided it is 

clearly written in simple language.

A1

Can understand short, illustrated narratives about everyday activities that are written in simple words.

Can understand in outline short texts in illustrated stories, provided that the images help him/her to guess a lot of the content.

Pre-A1 No descriptors available
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IDENTIFYING CUES AND INFERRING (SPOKEN & WRITTEN)

B1

Can make basic inferences or predictions about text content from headings, titles or headlines. Can listen 

to a short narrative and predict what will happen next. Can follow a line of argument or the sequence of 

events in a story, by focusing on common logical connectors (e.g. however, because) and temporal 

connectors (e.g. after that, beforehand). Can deduce the probable meaning of unknown words in a written 

text by identifying their constituent part (e.g. identifying word roots, lexical elements, suffixes and 

prefixes). Can use an idea of the overall meaning of short texts and utterances on everyday topics of a 

concrete type to derive the

probable meaning of unknown words from the context. Can exploit his/her recognition of known words to 

deduce the meaning of unfamiliar words in short expressions used in routine everyday contexts.

A2 Can exploit format, appearance and typographic features in order to identify the type of text: news 

story, promotional text, article, textbook, chat or forum etc. Can exploit numbers, dates, names, proper 

nouns etc.to identify the topic of a text. Can deduce the meaning and function of unknown formulaic 

expressions from their position in a written text (e.g. at the beginning or end of a letter).

A1 Can deduce the meaning of an unknown word for a concrete action or object, provided the 

surrounding text is very simple, and on a familiar everyday subject.

Pre-A1 Can deduce the meaning of a word from an accompanying picture or icon.



© Корпорация «Российский учебник»
40

Хотите продолжить общение?

youtube.com/user/drofapublishing

fb.com/rosuchebnik

vk.com/ros.uchebnik

ok.ru/rosuchebnik

Москва, Пресненская наб., д. 6, строение 2

Нужна методическая поддержка?

Методический центр
8-800-2000-550 (звонок бесплатный)
metod@rosuchebnik.ru

rosuchebnik.ru, росучебник.рф

Хотите купить?

Официальный интернет-магазин 
учебной литературы book24.ru

Цифровая среда школы
lecta.rosuchebnik.ru

Отдел продаж 
sales@rosuchebnik.ru

+7 (495) 795 05 35, 795 05 45, info@rosuchebnik.ru

http://book24.ru/
mailto:info@rosuchebnik.ru

